Historic,  archived  document 


Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 


9  m        II  •      *m     ««*fi      *  *Y 

tip      j00m  jf 


CROP^S  AND  MARKETS 

FOR  RELEASE  MONDAY,   OCTOBER  3,  1955 

VOLUME   71  NUMBER  14 

CONTENTS 

PAGE 

COTTON 

U.S.   Imports  of  Cotton  Linters,  August-July  1954-55   380 

U.S.  Exports  of  Cotton  Linters,   August-July  1954-55   380 

Transshipment  of  Mexican  Cotton  Higher  Than  Last  Year   380 

DAIRY  AND  POULTRY  PRODUCTS 

World  Butter  and  Cheese  Prices     378 

Australia  Selling  Butter  "Concentrate"   379 

Australian  Eggs  To  Be  Promoted  in  U.K   379 

FATS,  OILSEEDS,  AND  OILS 

Peru  Seeks  U.S.  Edible  Fats  to  Meet  Requirements   384 

Japan's  Soybean  Imports  Continue  Large   386 

FRUIT,  VEGETABLES,  AND  NUTS 

Turkish  Walnut  Situation   365 

Mediterranean  Citrus  Crop  Reported  Good   374 

Northern  European  Potato  Crop  Reported  Smaller   374 

German  Republic  Further  Liberalizes  U.S.  Fruit,  Nuts  Imports   376 

Large  Prune  and  Plum  Crop  Indicated  in  Yugoslavia   376 

Much  Smaller  Spanish  Table  Olive  P8ck  Forecast   376 

GRAINS,  GRAIN  PRODUCTS,  FEEDS,  AND  SEEDS 

Canada's  Flour  Milling  Continues  at  Low  Level   369 

Ireland  Removes  Some  Restrictions  on  Seed  Imports   382 

Dominican  Republic  Allows  Rice  Seed  Imports   382 

Canadian  Stocks  of  Grasses  and  Legumes  Seeds  Above  1954   383 

LIVESTOCK  AND  MEAT  PRODUCTS 

South  Africa  Imports  Hides  and  Skins   371 

Australian  Sheep  Numbers  at  New  High   371 

Philippine  Republic  Lifts  Ban  on  Livestock  Imports   372 

Austral  ia-U.K.   Complete  Review  of  15-Year  Meat  Agreement   372 

Belgium  Reports  More  Cows  and  Sows   373 

Australian  Wool  Prices   375 

TOBACCO 

U.K.  Tobacco  Imports  Up  32.8  Million  Pounds   366 

Canadian  Consumption  of  Tobacco  Products  Continues  Upward   366 

German  Republic-Indonesia  Increase  Tobacco  in  Renewed  Trade  Pact......  367 

Indo-Pakistan  Trade  Agreement   Includes  Tobaoco   367 

Peru  Increases  Retail  Prices  of  Cigarettes   367 

Canadian  Flue-Cured  Tobacco  Crop  Reduced   368 

Rhodesian  Flue-Cured  Tobacco  Crop  Exceeds  Estimate   368 

Australia  Announces  Tobacco  Research  Plan   368 

Britain  Has  Increasingly  Better  Diet   370 

Crude  Oil-Rice  Barter  Deal  Signed  Between  Egypt  and  Russia   370 

Turkey  Increases  Agricultural  Export  Subsidies,   Support  Prices   387 


UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
FOREIGN  AGRICULTURAL  SERVICE 
WASHINGTON  25,  D.  C. 


365 


Foreign  Crops  and  Markets        Vol,  71,  Ho.  1^ 


TURKISH  l&LNUT  SITUATION 


The  1955-crop  exportable  surplus  of  Turkish  walnuts  is  currently  esti- 
mated at  2,000  short  tons,  in-shell  basis.    Estimates  of  Turkish  walnut 
availabilities,  however,  are  subject  to  considerable  error.    The  195^-crop 
exportable  surplus  was  estimated  at  3>$00  tons. 

Weather  conditions  this  season  have  been  considered  favorable  and  the 
quality  of  the  crop  is  reportedly  good.    It  is  expected  that  the  percentage 
of  the  "light"  type  will  be  larger  than  last  year. 

Stocks  are  reportedly  negligible. 

Prices,  based  on  preliminary  indications,  should  be  strong.  The 
Turkish  walnut  market  is  not  open  yet,  since  the  nuts  do  not  arrive  at 
the  marketing  centers  before  the  first  half  of  October.    Some  exporters, 
however,  have  accepted  small  offers  at  the  following  prices,  f.o.b*  Istanbul, 
delivery  December,  January,  and  February: 


Light  halves  $135-  per  100  kgs.    (6l.2  cents  per  lb, 

"     pieces  $115.    "        "  (52.2     "       "  " 

"     amber  pieces     $  96.    "        "  (^3.5     "       "  " 


Some  small  quantities  are  reported  to  be  scheduled  for  export  during 
November. 

Turkish  traders  expect  that  American  buyers  will  once  again  be  the 
chief  purchasers. 
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U„  K.  TOBACCO  IMPORTS  UP 
32 *8  MILLION  POUNDS 


Imports  of  unmanufactured  tobacco  into  the  United  Kingdom  during  the 
January-July  period  cf  1955  totaled  13k c <h  million  pov&i&s  —  up  32  =  3  per* 
cent  from  the  101.6  million  pounds  imported  during  the  corresponding 
period  in  195*+ • 

Takings  of  united  states  leaf  amounted  to  k002  million  pounds,, 
including  the  15  million  dollars  worth  of  leaf  purchased  for  sterling 
under  Title  I,  P.  L«  kQoa    Consignments  from  Canada  and  the  Federation 
of  Phodesia  and  Nyasaland  increased  lk*3  and  7,5  million  pounds.,  respec- 
tively «  while  shipments  from  India  declined  about  1  million  pounds. 

Gross  clearances  from  bond,  which  approximate  total  factory  usings, 
totaled  lkko3  million  pounds  during  the  first  6  months  of  1955  —  up  1*5 
million  pounds  from  the  comparable  period  in  1954,    Usings  of  Commonwealth 
leaf,  as  indicated  by  gross  clearances,  declined  about  a  half  million 
pounds ,5    Usings  of  non»Commonwealth  leaf  increased  about  2  million  pounds 
from  the  same  6«month  period  of  last  year&    Most  of  the  increase  occurred 
in  flue-cured  from  the  United  States  and  India,  while  usings  of  Canadian 
and  Rhodesian  flue-cured  declined  slightly «    Usings  of  other  leaf  were 
roughly  the  same  as  last  yearn 


CANADIAN  CONSUMPTION  OF  TOBACCO 
PRODUCTS  CONTINUES  UPWARD 


Consumption  of  tobacco  products  in  Canada  continued  an  upward  trend 
through  the  first  half  of  1955 0    Consumption  of  all  products,  except  cut 
and  plug  tobacco,  increased  from  the  comparable  period  in  195^ » 

Cigarette  consumption  increased  7«2  percent  from  the  corresponding 
6  months  of  last  year  and  now  represents  about  62  percent  of  total  eon- 
sumption  as  compared  with  55  percent  during  1950 e 

Canada;    Tax-paid  withdrawals  of  tobacco  products  for  consumption, 
as  indicated  by  the  sale  of  excise  revenue  stamps, 
January- June  1955 »  with  comparisons 


Product 


1953 


195^ 


January-June 
195^    :  1955 


Cigarettes  (million  pieces) 
Cigars  (million  pieces) 
Cut  tobacco  l/  (l.OCO  pounds) 
Plug  2/  (1,000  pounds) 
Snuff  (1,000  pounds) 


!  21, 001 

!  236 
;26^lU2 

:  1,751 
1  839 


22,113 

2hk 

2^59 
1,5^1 
8^6 


10,279 
111 

9^7 
1*31 


11,017 
120 
12,652 

868 
1*2 


1/  Includes  smoking  "and  chewing a  <|/  Includes  smoking,  chewing,  and 
^wist»  Sources  Quarterly  stocks  and  Consumption  of  Unmanufactured 
Tobacco,  Dominion  Bureau  of  Statistics,  June  1955c 
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umm  ixri'Mr.ic'-TwiMMESiA  increase 

TOBAUOO  IN  RENEWED  TRADE  PACT 

The  trade  agreement  between  the  Republic  of  Germany  and  Indonesia  was 
renewed  on  July  12,  1955,  for  the  period  from  April  1,  1955,  through  March  31, 
1950.    The  value  of  tobacco,  as  one  of  the  items  to  be  exported  from  Indonesia 
in  exchange  for  German  industrial  goods,  was  increased  from  30.0  to  38. 0 
million  Dutch  guilders  (7.9  to  10.0  million  U.  S,  dollars)  as  compared  with 
the  previous  agreement.    The  value  of  duty-paid  imports  of  Indonesian  leaf  by 
German  manufacturers  during  1953  and  195^,  in  terms  of  U.  S.  dollars,  amounted 
to  $7.0  and  $8.3  million,  respectively. 


BTX> -PAKISTAN  TRADE  AGREEMENT 
INCLUDES  TOBACCO 

The  new  trade  agreement  between  the  two  countries  that  was  signed  at 
Karachi  on  July  19,  1955,  was  ratified  by  the  Governments  of  both  India  and 
Pakistan  on  August  26,  1955.    The  effective  date  of  the  agreement  was  September 
1,  1955,  and  remains  valid  to  August  31,  1955.    The  agreement  includes  tobacco 
as  one  of  the  items  to  be  exported  from  India  in  exchange  for  other  goods, 
mainly  agricultural,  from  Pakistan.    India's  exports  of  unmanufactured  tobacco 
to  Pakistan  during  the  last  two  April-March  fiscal  years  totaled  .6  and  1.9 
million  pounds,  respectively. 

Eleven  days  after  the  ratification  of  the  new  trade  agreement,  the 
Government  of  Pakistan  devalued  the  Pakistan  rupee  equivalent  to  that  of  the 
Indian  rupee  in  dollar  exchange  value  (U.75  rupees  equal  U.S.  $1.00).  This 
devaluation  is  expected  to  facilitate  and  encourage  trade  between  the  two 
countries. 


PERU  INCREASES  RETAIL 
PRICES  OF  CIGARETTES 

Retail  prices  of  all  tobacco  products  in  Peru  were  increased  on  September 
8,  1555,  as  the  result  of  increased  costs  of  both  domestic  and  imported 
cigarettes  and  leaf  tobacco  in  recent  years.    Currently,  tobacco  products  are 
still  being  produced  by  the  tobacco  monopoly  (Estanco  del  Tabaco).  (Although 
the  Monopoly  was  abolished  by  a  decree  issued  June  17,  1955,  it  is  still 
functioning  pending  final  dissolution) . 

Retail  prices  of  leading  imported  American  brands  of  cigarettes  were 
increased  from  6  soles  (31. 6  U.S.  cents)  to  7  soles  (36.8  U.S.  cents),  while 
king-size  cigarettes  were  increased  from  6.50  soles  (3^.2  U.S.  cents)  to  7.5O 
soles  (39.5  U.S.  cents)  per  package  of  20.    Comparable  percentage  increases 
were  made  in  leading  domestic  brands  of  cigarettes,  containing  United  States 
leaf,  but  these  continue  to  sell  at  about  half  the  prices  of  the  leading 
imported  United  States  cigarettes.    The  increase  in  the  lower-priced  domestic 
brands  of  cigarettes  was  as  much  as  50  percent,  and  has  caused  considerable 
comment  among  lower-income  groups. 
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CANADIAN  FLUE-CURED  TOBACCO  CROP  REDUCED 

The  1955  flue-cured  tobacco  crop  in  Canada  is  now  estimated  at  125 
million  pounds,  a  reduction  of  approximately  5  percent  from  earlier  ex- 
pectations and  27,6  percent  below* the  record  harvest  of  172. 6  million 
pounds.    This  year's  crop  encountered  unseasonably  dry  weather  in  July, 
while  in  August  excessive  rain  with  high  temperatures  caused  considerable 
leaf  spot  which  reduced  both  yield  and  quality.    Harvesting  was  about  one- 
fourth  complete  by  the  end  of  August, 

RHODES IAN  FLUE -CURED  TOBACCO  CROP  EXCEEDS  ESTIMATE 

Total  output  of  flue -cured  tobacco  in  Southern  Rhodesia  is  now 
expected  to  be  about  5  million  pounds  above  the  earlier  crop  estimate  of 
Ilk  million  pounds.    Sales  on  the  auction  markets  at  Salisbury  had  totaled 
almost  113.6  million  pounds  by  September  1,  and  it  is  anticipated  that  total 
sales  would  reach  119  million  by  the  scheduled  closing  date  of  September  Ik. 
Total  sales  last  year  were  about  .120,3  million  pounds. 

The  average  price  for  the  Southern  Rhodesian  leaf  sold  up  to  September 
1  was  kl.k  pence  (48,3  U«  S.  cents)  per  pound,  about  2  pence  above  the  aver- 
age at  a  comparable  time  last  season.    Prices  opened  strong  and  held  firm 
for  the  first  several  weeks  of  the  season.    However,  weekly  average  prices 
have  declined  steadly  since  the  middle  of  June  and  reached  a  low  of  30.2 
pence  (35.2  U.  S,  cents)  for  the  week  ending  August  25.    The  market  showed 
a  slightly  firmer  tendency  in  the  following  week  due  to  a  request  from  the 
Union  of  South  Africa  for  an  additional  2,250,000  pounds  from  this  season's 
crop. 

Sales  of  flue -cured  tobacco  at  Salisbury  through  August  25  from  North- 
Western  Rhodesia  totaled  4.9  million  pounds  for  an  average  price  of  39.2 
pence  (^5.7  U.  S.  cents)  per  pound,  while  from  North-Eastern  Rhodesia  the 
amount  sold  was  1.8  million  pounds  and  the  average  price  was  30.1  pence  or 
35.1  U,  S.  cents  per  pound.    Average  prices  received  for  flue -cured  leaf  from 
both  areas  were  almost  10  percent  above  last  year's  averages  at  a  similar 
time.    Quantity  sold  from  North-Eastern  Rhodesia  was  about  1  million  pounds 
below  last  year's  total,  while  from  North-Western  Rhodesia  sales  were  about 
400,000  pounds  above  the  1954  amount  for  the  -comparable  period. 

AUSTRALIA  ANNOUNCES  TOBACCO  RESEARCH  PLAN 

After  a  meeting  of  tobacco  growers  and  manufacturers  in  September, 
1955;  the  Australian  Minister  for  Commerce  and  Agriculture  announced  that 
plans  had  been  completed  for  creation  of  a  trust  fund  to  be  used  to  finance 
additional  tobacco  research  and  extension  activities.    It  was  stated  that 
manufacturers  and  growers  had  unanimously  agreed  to  contribute  to  the  fund, 
which  would  be  administered  under  the  authority  of  the  Minister  for  Commerce 
and  Agriculture,  but  that  the  programs  would  actually  be  carried  out  by  the 
Australian  Commonwealth  Scientific  and  Industrial  Research  Organization, 
the  State  Departments  of  Agriculture,  and  various  research  institutions,. 
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CANADA'S  FLOUR  MILLING 
CONTINUES  AT  LOW  LEVEL 

Wheat  flour  production  in  Canada  for  the  year  ended  July  1955  "was 
reported  at  20.7  million  barrels,  very  little  change  from  the  1953-5^ 
total  of  20.8  million  barrels.    This  is,  however,  well  below  the  average 
of  23.6  million  for  the  past  10  years.    The  flour  output  was  the  product 
of  91-9  million  bushels  of  wheat  ground  during  the  12 -month  period 
ended  July  31.    That  would  indicate  an  average  extraction  rate  of  73-2 
percent  for  the  year.    (See  table  below.    Text  cont'd.,  opposite  page.) 

CANADA:    Wheat  milled,  flour  produced,  and  flour  exports, 

1935 -19^  1/ 


Year  beginning 
August  1 


Wheat  milled 


Wheat  flour 


Production 


Export  2/ 


Average  1935-39 
Average  191*0-1*1* 

19^5 
19**  6 

19^7 
19**  8 

19^9 
1950 
1951 
1952 
1953 

195**  3/ 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December 
January 
February 
March 
April 
May 
June 
July 
Total 


1,000  bushels 

67,81*5 
99,705 
118,075 
127,775 
109,822 
90,897 
90,083 
106,7*18 
10k, 
106,727 
91,855 

8,060 
8,581 
8,51*1* 
8,36i» 
7,^63 
6,907 

7,113 
8,1*85 

7,575 

7,5^3 

7,355 
6MQ 


92,1408 


1,000  barrels 


15,003 
22,1}  02 

26,1*35 
28,588 

2l4,l60 
20,380 
20,259 
23,630 
22,81*2 
23,866 
20,801 

1,812 
1,929 
1,935 
1,885 
1,676 
1,552 
1,589 
1,893 
1,691* 
1,683 
1,61*0 
1,1*26 


I/  Flour  reported  in  barrels  of  196 
2/  Based  on  Customs  returns. 
3/  Preliminary  estimates. 


20,711* 


pounds . 


1,000  barrels 


If,  900 
12,092 
lk,kj0 
16,896 
13,662 
10,688 

10,151 
12,1*27 

11,356 
12,556 
10,277 

751 

796 

799 
777 
797 
625 
600 
81*8 
856 
818 
850 
1*86 


9,003 


From  reports  of  the  Dominion  Bureau 


of  Statistics . 


October  3,  1955  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets  370 

Flour  production  was  highest  during  the  first  k  months  of  the  year 
and  reached  its  lowest  point  in  July,  the  final  month  of  the  season. 
Production  of  l.h  million  barrels  in  that  month  compares  with  1.6  million 
barrels  in  June  195^  and  a  July  average  of  about  1„8  million  for  the  past 
10  years. 

Exports  of  flour  for  the  year  ended  July  totaled  9.0  million  barrels. 
This  is  1.3  million  barrels  less  than  in  1953-5^  and  is  the  smallest 
annual  flour  export  since  1939-^-0. 

BRITAIN  HAS  INCREASINGLY  BETTEE  DIET 

Calorie  intake  per  capita  in  Great  Britain  in  195^  ™as  estimated  at 
3,120,  compared  with  3^000  in  the  prewar  years,  only  about  2,880  in  19^7, 
and  3,000  in  ly50.    This  information  is  given  in  a  report  released  Sept- 
ember 21  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food,  entitled 
Domestic  Food  Consumption  and  Expenditure  1953 «    The  report  was  prepared 
by  the  National  Food  Survey  Committee,,    There  was  an  increase  in  the 
quantity  of  food  consumed  in  1953,  especially  of  meat,  eggs,  butter,  sugar, 
and  tea.    Food  rationing  was  gradually  relaxed  in  1953  and  early  195^ > 
with  meat  derationed  on  July  3;  195^-    High  consumption  of  bread  is  still 
associated  with  low  income  per  capita.    According  to  the  report,  the  energy 
value  of  the  national  diet  continued  to  increase.    The  nutritional  level 
was  well  maintained  on  the.  average,  except  in  those  households  where  there 
were  three  or  more  children  or  adolescents. 

CRUDE  OIL-RICE  BARTER  DEAL  SIGHED 
BETWEEN  EGYPT  AND  RUSSL1 

On  Sept.  6,  1955,  an  agreement  was  signed  in  Cairo  between  Egypt  and 
the  U.S.S.R.,  providing  for  the  exchange  of  500,000  metric  tons  of  Russian 
crude  oil,  worth  LE  2.5  million  l/  ($7,200,000)  against  60,000  metric  tons 
of  Egyptian  rice  valued  at  the  same  amount.  This  agreement  is  in  addition 
to  the  barter  deal  concluded  in  April  of  this  year,  involving  the  exchange 
of  Egyptian  cotton  and  cotton  yarn  against  LE  3  million  ($8,6^0,000)  worth 
of  kerosene  and  crude  oil  from  the  U,S.S„R.  and  Rumania. 

In  announcing  the  signature  of  the  September  6  agreement,  the  Egyptian 
representative  said  that  "with  the  exportation  of  this  quantity  of  rice, 
all  quantities  exceeding  local  consumption  needs  will  have  been  absorbed. 
The  total  surplus  this  year  was  250,000  tons."    An  official  of  the  Ministry 
of  Finance  also  said  that  the  Government  was  in  the  process  of  concluding 
other  agreements  for  exportation  of  100,000  tons  of  rice  from  surplus  of 
the  next  crop,  of  which  40, 000  tons  would  go  to  Eastern  Germany,  40,C00 
tons  to  Japan,  and  20,000  tons  to  other  countries, 


l/  LE  1  equals  approximately  $2.88. 
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SOUTH  AFRICA  IMPORTS 
HIDES  AND  SKINS 

A  limited  quantity  of  hides  and  skins  have  been  imported  into  South 
Africa  in  recent  months,  mostly  from  New  Zealand,    It  is  expected  that 
imports  will  expand,  possibly  from  America  and  Europe,    The  South  African 
Tanners  Association  has  recently  applied  to  the  Board  of  Trade  to  permit 
heavier  cattle  hides,  produced  mainly  in  New  Zealand  and  the  United  Statesi 
to  be  imported  duty-free,   A  decision  by  the  Board  of  Trade  is  expected 
wit  lain  6  months. 

Among  the  recent  developments  in  the  South  African  hides  and  skins 
trade  was  the  inauguration  on  June  1  of  compulsory  auction  sales  for  all 
skins  from  sheep,  conducted  under  the  control  of  the  Livestock  and  Meat 
Industries  Control  Board*    Most  affected  groups,  especially  farmers* 
associations,  had  long  pressed  for  auction  markets,  and  there  is  virtually 
universal  acclaim  for  the  new  system.    In  the  past,  shippers  had  to  supply 
local  tanners  with  a  certain  quantity  of  skins  before  they  could  export 
the  remainder  (about  80  percent  were  shipped  overseas);  now  shippers  and 
tanners  will  bid  competitively  on  an  open  auction  market.    Under  the  new 
system  (modeled  after  the  wool  auctions),  all  skins  now  must  be  sorted 
and  graded,  and  then  must  be  offered  in  public  auction  in  weekly  sales 
at  one  of  five  centers » 

Opening  of  the  auction  markets  for  skins  should  prove  beneficial 
to  all  parties.    It  is  planned  to  bri  ng  cattle  hides  under  a  similar 
program  as  quickly  as  possible, 

AUSTRALIAN  SHEEP  NUMBERS 
AT  NEW  HIGH 

The  Commonwealth  Bureau  of  Census  and  Statistics  released  infor- 
mation on  September  15  on  preliminary  estimates  of  livestock  numbers 
in  Australia  as  of  March  31,  1955  •    Sheep,  beef,  dairy  cattle,  and 
hog  numbers  continued  to  increase. 

Sheep  numbers  are  estimated  at  130,133*000  head  in  1955,  an  all- 
time  record,  as  compared  with  126,9^000  in  195^,    Dairy  cattle 
numbered  4,895,000  head  in  contrast  to  4,830,000  in  1954 j  and  beef 
cattle  10,952,000  as  compared  with  10,771* 000,    Hog  numbers^  the  high- 
est since  1946,  reached  1,289,000  head  compared  with  1,197,000  in  1954* 

The  increase  in  livestock  numbers  may  be  attributed  to  at  least 
three  factors .    One  is  the  generally  satisfactory  growing  season  of 
1954-55.    Another  is  increased  carrying  capacity  of  much  of  the  land 
which  has  been  seeded  to  improve  grasses,  greater  use  of  fertilizers, 
and  further  mechanization©    Third,  and  by  no  means  least,  is  the 
reduced  competition  of  rabbits  for  feed.    In  many  areas  myxomatosis, 
the  disease  introduced  to  control  rabbits,  has  reduced  numbers  an 
estimated  90  percent  or  more  with  marked  increases  in  the  gross  carrying 
capacity  for  domestic  stock. 
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Several  important  changes  in  policies  on  import  of  livestock  and  meat 
products  were  made  by  the  Philippine  Republic  on  July  1.    The  changes  are 
part  of  a  determined  effort  to  conserve  foreign  exchange  for  economic  develop- 
ment through  adoption  of  a  currency  exchange  control  program. 

Cattle  vere  reclassified  by  the  Central  Bank  of  the  Philippines  for 
removal  from  the  list  of  banned  imports  to  the  highly  essential  list.  Dried, 
salted,  canned  or  smoked  beef  and  veal  and  sausages  were  also  transferred  from 
the  banned  list  to  the  essential,  consumer  category.    Heat  juice,  meat  meal, 
all  hides,  and  skins,  except  goat  and  kid  skins,  and  all  non-specified  meats 
and  meat  products  were  transferred  from  the  banned  to  the  non-essential, 
consumer  category.    Goat  and  kid  skins  were  downgraded  from  the  non-essential, 
producer  classification  to  the  banned  list. 

It  has  been  possible  to  bring  in  "banned"  items  with  foreign  exchange 
obtained  from  sources  other  than  banks.    In  previous  years  the  Philippine 
Bureau  of  Animal  Industry  imported  breeding  cattle  for  private  buyers. 

The  recent  trade  liberalization  of  livestock  and  meat  product  imports 
would  seem  to  be  inconsistent  with  the  policies  mentioned  above,  and  stems 
largely  from  the  ban  on  slaughter  of  water  buffalo.    To  make  the  economy  more 
self  sufficient,  the  slaughter  of  carabao  has  been  forbidden.    Carabao  are 
used  for  draft  power,  milk,  and  slaughter  purposes.    Recently  it  has  been 
necessary  to  import  these  animals  from  India  and  other  areas  of  the  Orient, 
particularly  Thailand.    The  Philippine  Republic  has  imported  some  live  cattle 
from  Australia.    (See  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets  for  July  18,  and  August  29, 
19550 

The  current  drive  toward  economic  expansion  and  self  sufficiency  has 
indirectly  led  to  an  increase  in  livestock,  meat,  and  meat  product  imports 
from  the  United  States  from  a  dollar  value  of  $1,350,000  in  195*4-  to 
$3,720,000  in  1955.    The  United  States  share  of  the  imported  livestock  and 
livestock  products  market  went  from  k-2  percent  to  63  percent.    Most  of  the 
imports  from  the  United  States  were  canned  beef,  but  some  breeding  livestock 
have  been  imported  to  upgrade  the  quality  of  the  domestic  livestock. 

AUSTRALIA -U»  K.  COMPLETE  REVIEW  OF  15 -YEAR  MEAT  AGREEMENT 

The  Australian  Meat  Board  and  representatives  of  the  United  Kingdom 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  have  now  completed  their  review  of  the  15-year  Meat 
Agreement  between  the  Commonwealth  Government  and  the  United  Kingdom.  This 
first  review  since  Government  purchase  and  meat  rationing  ended  in  the  United 
Kingdom  covered  the  whole  scope  of  the  agreement  in  relation  to  free -market 
conditions. 

As  required  by  the  agreement,  new  minimum  prices  have  been  fixed  for 
beef  and  veal  until  I96I,  and  for  mutton  and  lamb  until  1958.  Arrangements 
have  been  made  for  a  free  quota  of  meat  available  for  shipment  to  destina- 
tions other  than  the  United  Kingdom  and  Colonies  for  the  next  3  seasons. 
(ContTd.,  next  page.) 
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The  United  Kingdom  agreed  to  reopening  of  negotiations  with  Australia 
within  the  next  12  months  <    The  agreement  may  he  modified  with  respect  to 
mutton  and  lamb.    It  would  he  modified  along  lines  similar  to  those  exist- 
ing between  the  United  Kingdom  and  New  Zealand,    An  effect  of  this  would 
be  that  the  United  Kingdom  would  be  relieved  of  any  obligation  to  make 
deficiency  payments  (to  make  up  the  difference  between  actual  and  guaranteed 
prices)  on  mutton  and  lamb  while  Australia  would  be  free  to  export  these 
commodities  to  any  destination  without  restriction  as  to  quantity. 

The  United  Kingdom  delegation  had  at  an  earlier  stage  requested  an 
adjustment  along  these  lines.    On  a  matter  of  such  importance  it  was  im- 
possible for  the  Australian  Government,  without  full  examination  and 
consultation  with  their  industry  organizations,  to  concur  in  the  United 
Kingdom  request.    However,  it  is  now  possible  for  the  Commonwealth  Govern- 
ment to  study  this  question  and  to  reopen  the  negotiations  should  it  consider 
it  wise  to  do  so. 

As  the  agreement  now  stands  the  United  Kingdom  will  guarantee  Aus- 
tralian producers  a  minimum  price  on  beef,  lamb,  and  mutton,.    The  minimum 
guaranteed  prices  are  scheduled  to  decline  over  a  period  of  several  years. 
The  length  of  the  period,  as  well  as  the  extent  of  the  price  drop,  depends 
on  the  commodity.    Australia  agreed  to  sell  all  her  exportable  surpluses 
to  the  United  Kingdom.    If  Australia  wishes,  she  may  export  10,000  tons  of 
meat  to  other  markets  under  the  free  quota.    In  the  event  that  Australia  is 
permitted  to  sell  mutton  and  lamb  elsewhere  besides  the  United  Kingdom  with- 
out quantitive  restrictions,  the  minimum  price  guarantees  would  no  longer 
apply. 


BELGIUM  REPORTS  MORE 
COWS  AND  SOWS 


An  increase  of  1  percent  in  the  number  of  dairy  cows  and  Ik  percent 
in  the  number  of  breeding  sows  in  Belgium,  is  indicated  in  an  official 
report  of  I/jay  15.    Total  cattle  numbers  reached  2,356,^97  head,  while  hogs 
reached  1,317,267  head.    There  were  962,14-11  milk  cows,  an  increase  of 
13;917  over  last  year,  and  hogs  increased  by  108,979  head. 

Belgian  imports  of  live  animals  were  smaller,  during  the  January-June 
period  this  year  than  during  the  corresponding  period  of  195^«    This  de- 
crease occurred  because  of  the  substantial  increase  in  livestock  numbers. 
Both  official  and  trade  contacts  are  unanimous  in  their  assertion  that 
Belgium  is  about  to  become  self  sufficient  as  far  as  livestock  and  meat 
are  concerned.    Imports  this  year  included  only  to  18,227  horses,  5>°1° 
cattle,  979  sheep,  and  75  hogs.    The  comparable  figures  for  195^  were: 
Horses,  19,187;  cattle,  8,522;  sheep,  1,260;  hogs,  10.    Most  of  the  horses 
were  imported  from  Denmark,  Ireland,  and  the  Republic  of  Germany.  The 
cattle  were  imported  from  Ireland  and  the  Netherlands. 
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Exports  of  live  animals  were  larger  during  the  first  half  of 
this  year  than  in  the  corresponding  period  a  year  earlier.  Exports 
of  cattle  totalled  1,815  head  compared  with  273  during  the  first 
half  of  195h,  and  hogs,  16 , 223  as  compared  to  5,853  the  year  before 
Cattle  were  shipped  chiefly  to  the  Netherlands,  and  hogs  were  ex- 
ported principally  to  France. 

An  over-all  decrease  has  also  been  reported  in  imports  and  exports 
of   meat,    this  year.    During  the  semester  ending  June  30,  1955, 
imports  of  meat  of  all  kinds  amounted  to  17  million  pounds,  or  about 
20  percent  belcv    last  year.    The  main  decrease  was  fresh  and  frozen 
meat,  especially  from  the  netherlands.    Exports  of  fresh  and  frozen 
meat  to  France  and  of  bacon  to  the  Republic  of  Germany  also  decreased  sub- 
stantially. 

The  increasing  self-sufficiency  of  Belgium  with  respect  to 
livestock  and  livestock  products  means  that  producers  who  have 
been  supplying  the  Belgian  market  will,  if  they  have  not  already 
been  forced  to  do  so,  seek  other  markets  for  their  products. 


MEDITERRANEAN  CITRUS  CROP 
REPORTED  GOOD 

Shipments  of  citrus  from  Algeria  are  expected  to  exceed  those  of 
last  year.    In  Morocco,  picking  has  begun  and  exports  are  expected  to  be 
larger  than  last  year.    The  Tunisian  citrus  crop  is  reported  to  be  of 
good  quality,  but  slightly  smaller  than  last  year,  dur  to  hail  damage 
on  the  Cape  Bon  peninsula.    The  Cyprus  lemon  andpomegranate  season  is  under* 
way  with  two  shipments  enroute  to  the  United  Kingdom. 

NORTHERN  EUROPEAN  POTATO 
CROP  REPORTED  SMALLER 

This  year's  potato  crop  in  Northern  Europe  is  reportedly  smaller 
than  normal.    However,  quality  of  the  crop  is  better  than  that  of  last 
year.    The  United  Kingdom,  Northern  Ireland,  and  the  Scandinavian 
countries  are  all  forecasting  smaller  crops.    In  the  United  Kingdom, 
preliminary  estimates  indicate  a  22-percent  decrease  in  yield  as  compared 
with  last  year*s  yield.    To  increase  the  quantity  of  potatoes  available 
for  human  consumption,  the  British  Potato  Marketing  Board  has  decided  to 
retain  the  1-l/U-ineh  minimum  size  for  potatoes  from  October  1  instead 
of  changing  it  to  l-l/2-inch  minimum  as  was  previously  planned. 

Preliminary  estimates  of  the  crop  in  the  Republic  of  Germany  indicate 
a  crop  about  the  same  as  that  of  last  year. 


375 


Foreign  Crops  and  Markets 


Vol,  71,  No.  Ik 


AUSTRALIAN  WOOL  PRICES 

Wool  sales  were  held  during  the  week  ending  September  17  in 
Sydney,  Melbourne,  and  Perth  with  offerings ,  respectively,  of  about 
66,000,  50,000^  and  42,000  bales.    Virtually  all  of  the  wool  offered 
at  Sydney  and  Melbourne  was  sold.    Reports  on  quantities  sold  at 
Perth  have  not  been  received.    However,  it  is  believed  that  most 
of  the  offerings  were  sold. 

The  Australian  auction  opened  (for  the  week  of  September  17) 
with  prices  firm  on  the  previous  week*s  level,  but  a  general  decline 
occurred  during  the  weeks    Prices  for  combing  wools  during  the  first 
3  weeks  of  the  new  wool  season  declined  by  about  5  percent  on  the 
average  (see  table  below.    Text  cont*d.,  opposite  page.) 

Wool  Prices,  Australia:  Average  raw  rool  costs,  clean  basis,  on 
Australian  auction  floors ,  by  quality 
classifications    (current  prices  with 
comparisons) 

• 

-  -  -  «     «  »Week  End edw  ------- 

Type  and  Grade  1    9~3«55      S    9~10~55^'~l^l:f  *55  9~l8~55 

-  Z  -  -  -    u  JST  dollars  per'  poimd  ------ 


Combing  Wools 
'  Good  fO7'? 
Average  70* s 
Good  6k *s 
Average  6k* s 
Good  60*s 
Average  60{s 
Good  58* s 
Average  58*5 
Good  56* s 
Average  56  *s 
Good  50* s 
Average  50* s 


1/  1.32 
If  1.26 
y  1.16 
1.11 
1/  i»05 

.98 
1/  .97 

.93 
1/  .92 
XV  .91 

y  .86 

ii  .e>k 


1/  1.30 

Id  22 
1*12 
1,08 
1.02 
.96 
♦95 
e92 

.91 
.89 

„82 


u 

i 


1/  1,28 

ld9 
I0O8 
1.04 

.93 

*93 
.91 
.69 
s88 
.89 
.80 
*73 


1/  1.60 
If 

If  1,46 
1.38 
1.36 
1.27 
1.23 

m  o» 

1.15 

.97 


Carding  Wools 

Merino 

Comeback 

Fine  Crossbred 

Medium  Crossbred 


.70 
.65 
.63 
.63 


.72 

If  .65 

y  .63 

y  .63 


.68 

c63 
,62 
.62 


.80 

.75 

.73 
.71 


if    Quotations  nominal. 

Source j    Wool  Statistical  Service  of  the  Australian  Wool  Bureau, 
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Most  of  the  fleeces  offered  during  the  week  ending  September  17  were 
well  grown;  hut  some  were  burred  and  dirty.  The  latter  met  a  weak  demand 
and  may  have  been  a  factor  in  the  lower  prices. 

The  United  Kingdom,  the  Continent,  and  Japan  were  the  principal  foreign 
buyers,  with  Australian  mills  bidding  strongly  for  certain  lines  of  wool. 


GERMftl!  REPUBLIC  FURTHER  LIBERALIZES 
U.S.  FRUIT,  NUTS  IMPORTS 

The  German  Republic  announced  on  September  2k  that  open  tender  imports 
of  United  States  dried  fruits  and  nuts  would  be  permitted  until  March  31 > 
1956.    Ministry  officials  referred  to  the  announcement  as  "controlled 
liberalization  with  limited  dollar  value."    This  is  in  effect  a  "free  dollar 
quota",  although  the  size  of  the  quota  has  not  been  announced.  Further 
details  are  expected  soon. 


LARGS  PRUNE  AND  PLUM  CROP 
INDICATED  U!  YUGOSLAVIA 

A  heavy  crop  of  prunes  and  plums  is  being  harvested  in  Yugoslavia  this 
season,  according  to  preliminary  reports.    The  1955  fresh  prune  and  plum 
crop  is  tentatively  estimated  at  1,270,000  short  tons.    This  is  the 
"on-year"  for  Yugoslav  prune  and  plum  production,  following  last  year's 
"off-year"  crop  of  4^2,600  tons.    The  1953  crop  amounted  to  1,112, 700  tons. 


MUCH  SMALLER  SPANISH  TABLE 
OLIVE  PACK  FORECAST 

Reports  from  Spain  indicate  a  poor  green  olive  crop  this  year  because 
of  heavy  fruit  fly  infestation.    An  early  estimate  places  Seville Ts  1955-56 
production  (in  exportable  condition)  of  "Queens"  at  only  2,900  short  tons 
-  and  of  "Kanzanillas"  at  1^,500  tons,  for  a  total  of  17,^-00  tons.  Last 
year's  exportable  production  of  "Queens"  and  "Manzanillas"  amounted  to 
13>500  and  18,400  tons  respectively,  totalling  31*900  tons. 

Demand  is  strong  for  1955-56  olives  i  at  are  in  good  sanitary  condition. 
According  to  unconfirmed  reports,  higher  prices  than  those  of  last  season 
are  being  offered  for  such  fruit  while  prices  much  below  those  of  last  season 
are  expected  for  the  substandard  olives. 
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AUSTRALIAN  SCHOOL-MILK  £RCGRAM 
FINISHES  FISCAL  YEAR 

Slightly  more  than  1  million  children,  -which  represents  77.5 
percent  of  the  number  eligible,  are  participating  in  Australia's 
free  milk  program  for  school  children,  as  of  June  30,  1955- 

The  program  was  launched  in  1950  as  part  of  a  drive  to  im- 
prove nutritional  standards  and  was  authorized  by  the  Milk  for 
School  Children  Act.    Under  this  legislation,  the  Commonwealth  is 
empowered  to  reimburse  the  States  for  expenditures  incurred  in  supplying 
milk  to  school  children.    The  administration  is  controlled  by  the  States, 
which  determine  the  type  of  milk  to  be  supplied.    In  cases  where  the 
States  restricted  distribution  to  bottled  pasteurized  milk,  some  schools 
were  unable  to  participate  because  of  limitations  of  bottling  and 
pasteurizing  capacity. 

Cost  to  the  Commonwealth  Government  during  the  195^ -55  fiscal  year 
was  almost  $5  million. 

SWISS  TRADE  IK  DAIRY  I-RODUCTS 

Imports  of  butter  into  Switzerland  in  the  first  half  of  1955 
were  considerably  above  those  of  comparable  195**,  and  consisted 
entirely  of  fresh  butter.    Imports  were  received  from  Switzerland's 
normal  suppliers- -Denmark,  Sweden,  and  other  North -European  countries. 
Exports  in  this  period  were  negligible. 

Cheese  imports  were  up  21  percent  in  January -June,  1955,  com- 
pared with  the  earlier  year.    Most  of  the  increase  occurred  in  hard- 
type  cheeses  not  produced  in  Switzerland.    Exports  declined  5  percent 
and  consisted  mainly  of  hard  cheese  in  wheels  and  processed  cheese  in 
cartons  shipped  to  Italy  (27  percent  of  total  cheese  exports),  the 
United  States  (22  percent),  and  France  (19  percent). 

Imports  of  canned  milk  during  January -June,  1955,  were  about  k 
percent  over  195*4  .    Sales  of  domestic  canned  milk  on  the  Swiss  market 
showed  some  decline  because  of  the  increased  competition  from  Dutch 
condensed  and  evaporated  milk.    While  the  Swiss  product  is  of  better 
quality,  the  difference  in  price  is  large  enough  to  offset  this 
advantage.    Condensed  milk  from  the  Netherlands,  in  1*4 -ounce  cans, 
retails  at  l6  cents,  while  the  Swiss  product  is  sold  at  33  cents/ 
Dutch  evaporated  milk  in  1*»£- ounce  cans  sells  at  19  cents,  compared 
with  Swiss  evaporated  milk  in  12-ounce  cans  at  30  cents.    Exports  of 
canned  milk  were  down  about  6  percent  and  were  shipped  to  Switzerland's 
traditional  markets- -the  Philippines,  Thailand,  French  Equatorial  Africa, 
French  West  Africa,  the  Belgian  Congo,  and  Singapore. 
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Dried  milk  imports  during  the  first  6  months  of  1955  declined  by  67 
percent  compared  with  the  same  period  of  195!+.    This  decline  is  the  result 
01  import  restrictions.    A  measure  curtailing  imports  of  dried  milk  has 
Deen  in  effect  since  August  I95K,  when  Swiss  importers  of  dried  milk  were 
ooiiged  to  purchase  a  certain  quota  of  the  domestic  product,  now  at  a 
ratio  of  two  units  of  domestic  dried  milk  to  one  of  imported.    Dried  milk 
imports,  if  freed  from  restrictions,  would  probably  significantly  reduce 
a-omestic  production,    Exports  of  dried  milk  in  the  first  half  of  this  year 
increased  over  last  year  by  32  percent,  the  bulk  as  usual  being  shipped  to 
r ranee. 


WORLD  BUTTER  AND  CHEESE  PRICES 

DAIRY  PRODUCTS:    \Jholesale  prices  at  specified  markets,  with  comparisons 

(in  U.  S.  cents  per  pound) 

^ounxry,  market  and 
description 

T  

:  Butter 

:  Cheese 

Date 
!  1955 

:Price 

:  Quotations 

Date  *_. 

:  1955  flce 

:  Quotations 

:  Month  :  Year 
: earlier : earlier 

:  Month  :  Year 
: earlier : earlier 

uuxtea  Kingdom  (London) 
New  Zealand  Finest  Grade 
i\iew  Zealand  Finest  White 

:Sept.6 

:  1+1.2 

:  1+0.6 

:  U6.2 

:Sept.l 

:  25.6 

:  22.9 

:  22.5 

Australia  (Sydney) 
Choicest  butter 

Choicest  Ohf=>r!rlpiv 

rSept.l 

:  ^5.3 

:  ^5-3 

':  hl.Q 

:Sept.l 

:  27.5 

:  27.5 

:  25-7 

Irish  Republic  (Dublin) 
Creamery  butter  (bulk) 
Cheese 

:Sept.6 

:  1+8.7 

':      1+8. 7 

':  1+8.7 

:Sept.6 

:  30.7 

:  30.7 

:  30.7 

Denmark  (Copenhagen)  : 

Aug. 25 

;  1+1.3 

;  1+1.8 

1+2.1 

France  (Paris) 

Charentes  Creamery  butter  • 

Aug. 30 

77.9 

'.  6U.2 

71.  h 

Germany  (Kempten)  : 
Markenbutter 

Aug. 31: 

6h.9 

63^8- 

61.7: 

United  States 

92-score  creamery  (N.Y.): 
1  Cheddar  (Wisconsin1) 

Sept. 2: 

58.7: 

58. 0: 

58.3:' 

Sept. 2: 

31.2: 

31.2: 

32.0 

Nether  lands  (Leem^ri^n  > 
Creamery  butter  : 
Full  cream  Gouda  : 

 ^Edam  1+0  percent 

Aug. 31: 

^9-9: 

1+8.6:' 

1+5.6:' 

Aug. 26: 
Aug. 26: 

25.5: 
23.0: 

22.9: 
21. 1+: 

22.9 
20.5 

Belgium  (Hasselt)  : 

Aug. 31 : 

79.1; 

73-9; 

73-5; 

Canada  (Montreal)  : 
1st  grade  creamery  : 
Ontario  white 

Aug. 27: 

58.7: 

58.3: 

59-7: 

Aug. 27: 

2.9.1+ : 

1 

-j  : 
29. 1+: 

30.9 

sources:  Intelligence  Bulletin,  The  Commonwealth  Econon 
Reports;  and  The  Dairy  Division,  Agricultural  Marketing 
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AUSTRALIA  S  FIT  .T  .TNG 
BUTTER  "CONCENTRATE" 

The  Queensland,  Australia,  Butter  Marketing  Board  has  announced 
signing  of  a  contract  with  the  British  WarOff  ice  to  supply  a  new 
"butter  "concentrate"  developed  in  Queensland.  (  The  product  has 
recently  been  put  on  the  market  for  civilian  use  in  12 -ounce  cans  at 
a  price  of  approximately  51-8  cents  (about  69. cents  a  pound).  However, 
no  price  was  stipulated  in  the  announcement  about  the  sale  to  the  War 
Off ice --although  the  first  shipment  of  the  product,  90,000  pounds,  left 
Australia  in  August  for  British  Army  units  in  Hong  Kong. 

The  concentrate,  it  is  reported,  will  not  melt  at  temperatures  up 
to  100  degrees  F.  and  it  does  not  deteriorate  when  melted  at  higher 
temperatures;  the  concentrate  can  be  reconstituted  as  fresh  butter  by 
the  addition  of  water,  milk,  or  evaporated  milk. 

The  Hamilton  factory  of  the  Queensland  Butter  Beard  is  capable  of 
turning  out  more  than  16,000  pounds  of  concentrate  per  day.  The 
butter  board  is  making  efforts  to  develop  an  export  trade  in  the 
commodity  to  New  G-uinea,  the  Philippine  Republic,  Malaya,  India,  Burma, 
and  other  tropical  countries  where  refrigeration  is  a  problem. 

AUSTRALIAN  EGGS  TO  BE 
PROMOTED  IN  U.K. 

In  the  next  3  months,  $M,800  will  be  spent  to  make  British 
consumers  aware  of  the  high  quality  of  Australian  eggs-in-shell  and 
to  assist  wholesalers  and  retailers  in  merchandising  the  Australian 
product . 

Because  78  percent  of  Australian  eggs-in-shell  sell  in  London, 
main  publicity  activities  will  be  concentrated  in  that  area.  During 
the  last  fortnight  more  than  15,000  London  grocers  have  received 
Australian  material  for  counter  and  window  displays.  Advertise- 
ments in  London  newspapers  will  announce  the  arrival  of  large 
quantities  of  new-season  Australian  eggs  in  Britain. 

Grocers  outside  the  London  area  have  also  received  considerable 
quantities  of  Australian  material  for  counter  and  window  displays. 
Advertising  will  extend  to  Glasgow  and  Liverpool,  which  are  the 
biggest  provincial  markets  for  Australian  eggs. 

Australia  marketed  about  17  million  dozen  eggs-in-shell  on  the 
United  Kingdom  market  last  year,  and  an  equivalent  quantity  of  pulped 
ofegs . 

In  addition  to  newspaper  advertising,  there  will  be  counter  and 
store  displays,  and  cookery  demonstrations.    One  novel  function  will 
be  an  egg  breakfast  for  200  guests  at  the  historic  Grocers'  Hall  in 
the  City  of  London.      Guests  will  include  feature  and  cookery  writers 
from  London  newspapers,  stage  and  screen  personalities,  and  leading 
members  of  the  wholesale  and  retail  egg  trade. 
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U.S.  IMPORTS  OF  COTTON  LIFTERS j 
august -JULY  1954-55 

Imports  of  cotton  linters  into  the  United  States  during  the  year  August- 
July  19511-55  amounted  to  189,000  bales  (480  pounds  net),  or  14  percent  higher 
than  imports  of  166,000  bales  in  the  previous  year.    More  than  half  of  the 
linters  jjnports  in  the  current  year  were  from  Mexico  (57  percent).  Other 
major  sources  were  the  U.S.S.R.  (17  percent)  and  Brazil  (13  percent). 

Quantities  of  linters  imported  in  the  1954-55  year  with  corresponding 
figures  for  1953-5^  in  parentheses  were  as  fellows;    Mexico  107,000  bales 
(89,000);  U.S.S.R.  32,000  (31,000);  Brazil  24,000  (28,000);  Guatemala 
10,000  (0);  the  United  Kingdom  4,000  ( 1,000);  El  Salvador  4, COO  (1,00); 
Peru  3,000  (  3,000);  other  countries  5,000  ( 13,000). 

Linters  imports  in  July  1955  amounted  to  14,000  bales  as  compared  with 
9,000  in  July  1954. 


U*S*  EXPORTS  OF  COTTON  LINTERS, 
AUGUST -JULY  1954-55 

Exports  of  cotton  linters  from  the  United  States  during  the  year  August- 
July  195^55  amounted  to  310,000  bales  (480  pounds  net),  or  8  percent  higher 
than  exports  of  286,000  bales  in  1953-54.    Approximately  33  percent  of  the 
current  year*s  exports  were  shipped  to  the  Republic  of  Germany,  22  percent 
to  the  United  Kingdom,  19  percent  to  France,  and  12  percent  to  Japan. 
Quantities  exported  this  year  with  1953-54  figures-  in  parentheses  were  as 
follows:    Republic  of  Germany  103,000  bales  (109,000);  the  United  Kingdom 
67,000  (51,000);  France  59,000  (47,000);  Japan  36,000  (44,000);  Canada  23, COO 
(19,000);  the  Netherlands  11,000  ( 12,000);  other  countries  11,000  (4,000). 

Linters  exports  in  July  1955  amounted  to  24,000  bales  as  compared  with 
25,000  in  July  1954. 

TRANSSHIPMENT  OF  MEXICAN  COTTON 
HIGHER  THAN  LAST  YEAR 

Iraas shipments  of  Mexican  cotton  through  United  States  ports  in  June 
1955  amounted  to  33,000  bales  ( 500  pounds  gross)  as  compared  with  21,000 
bales  transshipped  in  June  1954.    Total  transshipments  for  the  11 -month 
period  August- June  1954-55  amounted  to  878,000  bales  or  31  percent  higher 
than  transshipments  of  672,000  bales  in  the  corresponding  period  of  1953-54. 

Principal  destinations  of  Mexican  transshipments  and  quantities  shipped 
in  August-June  1954-55  with  corresponding  1953-54  figures  in  parentheses 
were  as  follows:    Japan  326,000  (314,000);  Belgium  113,000  (80,000);  Republic 
of  Germany  118,000  (63,000);  the  United  Kingdom  106,000  (63,000);  the 
Netherlands  101,000  (50,000);  and  Spain  5,000  (35,000).    Increased  shipments 
were  noted  to  all  countries,  listed  with  the  exception  of  Spain.  (Cont'd., 
next  page.) 
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Mexican  transshipment  figures  include  cotton  linters;  waste,  and  hull 
fiber,  but  do  not  include  rail  shipments  of  cotton  to  Canada  or  direct  exports 
from  Mexican  ports  to  foreign  destinations. 

FRANCE'S  COTTON  IMPORTS  AND 
CONSUMPTION  SLIGHTLY  BELOW  LAST  YEAR 

Cotton  imports  and  consumption  in  France  during  195^-55  (August-July) 
were  only  fractionally  lover  than  in  1953-5^.    Cotton  imports  of  1,372,000 
bales  (500  pounds  gross)  in  1951+-55  were  1  percent  less  than  the  1,383,000 
bales  imported  in  1953-5^.    Cotton  consumption  was  estimated  at  1,300,000 
bales  in  195^-55>  down  2  percent  from  the  1,330,000  bales  consumed  in  1953-5^* 

The  United  States  was  the  largest  single  source  of  supply  in  195^-55, 
with  imports  of  ^7,000  bales  or  33  percent  of  the  totals  as  compared  with 
1+80,000  bales  and  35  percent  in  1953-5^.    The  second  most  important  suppliers 
were  Syria  and  Turkey  with  2k  percent,  followed  by  the  French  Overseas  Terri- 
tories with  1^  percent,  Egypt  12  percent,  Latin  American  contries  8  percent, 
and  India  and  Pakistan  k  percent. 

FRANCE:    Imports  of  cotton  from  major  countries  of  origin;  average 

1935-39J  crop  years  1951-5U 

 (Equivalent  bales  of  500  pounds  gross)  


;  Year  beginning  August  1  

Country  of                :  Average  :  :  :  : 

 origin  ;  1935-39  :  1951     ;  1952  t    1953     :  195^ 

1    1,000":  I70W  ~!  1,000  :    1,000    :  1,000 

•  bales    ;  bales    :  bales  :    bales    :  bales 

•  •  •  •  • 

•  •  •  •  • 

Argentina  &  Brazil  :  1/     90  :  8k  :  8  :        127  :  71 

Egypt... i..  :  -    2*6  :  129  :  301  :        2k6  :  165 

French  Colonies  :          35  :  151  :  152  :         163  :  198 

India  &  Pakistan  :  2/    19k  :  70  :  92  :          95  :  51 

Mexico.....  :         3/  :  201  :  9  :           5  :  1^ 

Peru......  s  kj     ~~9  •  50  :  5/     37  J  5/     30  :  23 

Turkey  &  Syria  6/...  :          3/  :  168  :  "     lk2  :  ~     237  :  33^ 

United  States....  :         5^9  :  353  :  523  :         kQO  :  khl 

Other  countries  ......:          kg  :  0  :  20  :  0  :  6k 

Total                           :     1,290  :  1,206  :  1,28k  :     1,383  :  1,372 


Brazil.  2/  British  India.  3/  If  any,  included  in  "other  countries" .  kj 
year  average.    5/  Paraguay  and  Peru.    6/  Turkey,  Syria,  Iran  and  Uganda. 


Source:  Statistique  Mensuelle  du  Commerce  Exterietir  de  la  France;  reports 
from  Agricultural  Attaches,  and  other  U.S.  representatives  abroad. 
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Consumption  of  United  States  cotton  declined  by  approximately  8  percent 
from  500,000  bales  in  1953-5^  to  an  estimated  1*60,000  "bales  in  195^-55- 
Total  output  of  277,000  metric  tons  of  yarn  and  211,000  metric  tons  of  woven 
goods  during  the  12-month  period  ending  June  30,  1955*  represented  a  decline 
of  about  2  percent  from  the  previous  year,  to  correspond  with  the  estimated 
2-percent  decline  in  over-all  consumption.    Personnel  employed  in  cotton  mills 
in  June  1955  \/ere  92  percent  of  the  number  employed  in  June  195^.    Data  on 
the  number  of  spindles  in  place  and  the  number  in  operation  have  been  dis- 
continued, the  latest  data  available  being  for  January  1,  1955*  as  follows: 


In  fflace  Operating 

Spindles  7,618, 002  6,589,221 

Twisters  815,718  632,393 


Stocks  of  cotton  in' French  spinning  mills  and  factories  amounted  to 
31^,000  bales  on  June  30,1955,  6  percent  higher  than  the  295,000  bales  held 
a  year  earlier.    Stocks  of  United  States  cotton  were  86,000  bales  on  June  30, 
1955*  down  20  percent  from  the  previous  year,  to  continue  the  marked  down- 
ward trend  evidenced  in  the  last  several  months. 


IRELAND  REMOVES  SOME  RESTRICTIONS 
ON  SEED  IMPORTS 

The  Minister  of  Agriculture  has  issued  an  order  effective  September 
26,  1955*  removing  restrictions  (monetary)  on  import  of  seeds  of  dwarf 
French  or  kidney  beans,  garden  beet,  borecole,  brocooli,  cabbage,  (in- 
cluding Savoy  cabbage),  carrot,  cauliflower,  leek,  lettuce,  onion,  and 
parsnip.    Licenses  will,  however,  continue  to  be  required  for  the  importa- 
tion of  seeds  of  kale,  mangel  (including  sugar  mangel),  rape,  turnip 
(including  Swede  turnip),  fodder  beet,  and  sugar  beet. 


DOMINICAN  REPUBLIC  ALL01/S 
RICE  SEED  IMPORTS 

Rough  rice  may  now  be  imported  into  the  Dominican  Republic  when 
intended  to  be  used  for  seed,  according  to  Decree  No.  11^2  of 
September  11,  1955 «    Permission  must  first  be  obtained  from  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  Agriculture  and  Mines. 

The  decree  provides  that    the  importer  of  rough  rice  is  required  to  present 
to  customs  officials  a  certificate  issued  Dy  the  Department  of  Plant 
Sanitation  of  the  Secretariat  or  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  in  the  country 
of  origin  of  said  rice,  which  must  certify  the  satisfactory  sanitary 
condition  of  the  rough  rice  to  be  imported." 
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CANADIAN  STOCKS  OF  GRASSES 
AND  LDGUI  ES  SEEDS  ABOVE  1954 

The  June  30  Canadian  dealers1  stocks  of  grasses  and  clovers  seeds 
were  3  percent  above  1954  and  l4  percent  above  the  10-year  average,  but 
only  57  percent  of  the  1953  carryover.    According  to  the  Dominion 
Department  of  Agriculture,  the  carryover  this  year  of  alfalfa,  alsike, 
sveet  clover,  bromegrass,  KentucJsy  bluegrass,  and  creeping  red  fescue 
seed  was  higher  than  average.    Red  clover  and  timothy  seed  stocks  were 
much  below  average. 

In  comparison  with  the  Canadian  stocks,  the  June  30th  U.S.  carryover 
was  13  percent  below  1954  and  63  percent  above  the  1946-50  average. 


Stocks  of  forage  seeds  on  hand  June  30,  1955 
as  compared  with  stocks  for  same  date,  1953  and  1954, 
and  the  10-year  average 


Kind 


10-year 

average, 

19^6-55 


1953 


1954 


1955 


Alfalfa 
Alsike  clover 
Red  clover 
Sweet  clover 
White  Dutch  clover 
Ladino  clover 
Timothy 
Bromegrass 
Crested  wheatgrass 
Canada  blue grass 
Kentucky  bluegrass 
Eent grass 

Creeping  red  fescue 
Meadow  fescue 
Orchard  grass 
Slender  wheatgrass 
Red  top 

Perennial  ryegrass 


Total 

l7  Data  not  available, 


824 

919 
l,4o6 

1,578 

y 
y 

2,024 

1,313 
80 
44 

I87 
42 

357 
99 
83 
34 

y 

y 


8,990 


.  -  1,000 

895  : 
3,050  : 
2,376 
2,703 

60 

20 
4,480 
3,422 

63 
23 
168 

49 
227 

84 
109 
2 

64 

277 


18,072 


pounds  - 
717 
1,205 
1,428 
1,285 
4l 
34 
984 
2,278 
201 
18 
114 
82 
1,238 
40 

137 
10 

28 
106 


9,946 


1,198 

1,343 
566 

2,091 
44 

67 
84l 

l,6lk 
74 
18 
4i6 
94 

1,570 

57 
107 

28 

28 

111 


10,267 
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PERU  SEEKS  U.S.  EDIBLE 
FATS  TO  MEET  REQUIREMENTS 

Peru's  edible  fats  and  oils  production  is  limited  almost  entirely 
to  cottonseed,  lard,  and  small  amounts  of  edible  whale  oil.    While  co- 
conut oil,  palm  oil  and  certain  other  oil-bearing  crops,  notably  sun- 
flower, sesame,  peanuts,  and  others,  represent  possible  sources  for 
future  developments,  the  immediate  possibility  of  production  from  these 
sources  is  nil. 


It  has  been  generally  recognized  by  the  Peravian  Government  that 
there  is  a  chronic  shortage  of  fats  in  Peruvian  diets.    Moreover,  it 
is  obvious  that  Peru  cannot  produce  enough  fats  to  satisfy  prospective 
fat  requirements  as  is  reflected  in  its  plans  to  purchase  about  11,000 
short  tons  of  fats  and  oils  under  P.L.  ^80  (in  the  period  October  1955 
through  February  195&) ,  and  in  its  willingness  to  construct  suitable 
long-term  bulk  receiving  capacity  for  such  quantities.    The  present 
outlook  for  Peru's  economic  development  is  favorable. 


On  the  basis  of  the  above,  it  is  believed  that  Peru  could  import 
under  P.L.  *i80  in  the  next  5  months  the  following  quantities  of  fats  and 
oils: 


Imports  of  edible  fats  and  oils  in  195^  into  Peru  included  7,188 
tons  of  lard  and  9,06*1  tons  of  vegetable  fats  and  oils.    This  compares 
with  1953  imports  of  10,236  tons  of  lard  and  10,979  tons  of  edible 
vegetable  oils.    Imports  of  inedible  fats  and  oils  in  195^  totaled 
7,o33  tons.    In  the  first  6  months  of  1955  Peru  imported  831  tons  of 
edible  vegetable  oils  and  3,819  tons  of  lard.    Total  imports  for  the 
year  1955  are  estimated  at  1,820  tons  of  vegetable  oils  and  6,600  tons 
of  lard. 


On  the  basis  of  these  data,  it  appears  that  regular  commercial  im- 
ports of  all  edible  fats  should  be  continued  at  a  rate  of  at  least 
8,800  tons  annually,  of  which  imports  from  the  United  States  might 
represent  a  substantial  share. 

In  195*S  there  was  a  sharp  increase  in  the  imports  of  refined  palm 
oil,  a  commodity  hitherto  virtually  unknown  in  the  Peruvian  trade,  most 
of  which  was  transhipped  from  Germany  and  Belgium.    This  was  not  only 
the  principal  vegetable  oil  imported  in  that  year,  but  together  with 
lard  has  been  the  principal  source  of  imported  fats  and  oils  during 
•the  current  year. 


Lard  

Soybean  oil. . . 
Cottonseed  oil 


.1,650 
.6,050 
11,000 


3,300  tons 


Total 
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Although  cottonseed  oil  imports  from  the  United  States  increased 
sharply  in  195*1  over  a  year  earlier,  such  imports  in  1955  to  date  have 
teen  negligible,  undoubtedly  mostly  because  of  the  widened  price 
differential  in  19^5  in  favor  of  palm  oils.    With  the  installation  of 
bulk  receiving  tanks,  the  use  of  available  United  States  ships  suitable 
for  bulk-oil  cargo,  and  the  use  of  locally-owned  tank  trucks  for  dis- 
tribution, of  -which  the  supply  reportedly  is  adequate,  this  price 
advantage  favoring  palm  oil  should  be  largely  overcome. 

She  export  of  cottonseed  oil,  or  of  any  other  edible  vegetable 
oils  or  oil-bearing  seeds  from  Peru,  was  prohibited  on  June  1,  19^9, 
by  a  Ministerial  Resolution.    Export  data  reveal  no  shipments  of  these 
items  since  that  time,  and  there  is  little  reason  to  believe,  in  view 
of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture's  position  to  control  allocations  of 
cottonseed,  that  there  have  been  any  appreciable  clandestine  exports. 

The  production  of  cottonseed  oil  from  Peru's  195'1  cotton  crop 
was  provisionally  estimated  at  26,620  tons.    Production  in  1955,  now 
forecast  at  2*1,900  tons,  is  expected  to  decline  about  6  percent  in 
line  with  the  estimated  decline  in  cotton  production,  and  reports  of 
poorer  average  quality  seed. 

The  production  of  lard  in  195^  was  estimated  at  9,600  tons.  Al- 
though this  figure  may  be  high  in  terms  of  lard  actually  rendered,  it 
is  believed  that  this  much  hog  fat  was  available  as  lard  in  the  fat 
content  of  pork  available.    Assuming  an  upward  trend  in  hog  numbers 
of  about  3  percent  annually,  Peruvian  hogs  may  account  for  slightly 
less  than  10,000  tons  of  pork  fat  in  1955- 

The  limited  quantity  of  edible  whale  oil  which  is  produced  in 
Peru  is  sold  almost  entirely  in  export  and  is  of  no  significance  in 
Peru's  food  supplies. 
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